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TO THE 


DESCENDANTS 


O F 


Mr. THOMAS HoLLiis 


D ECE ASE D. 


HE many Civilities I have 
receiv'd from your Family, 
and the near Relation you ſtand in 
to the Perſon deceas d, induce me 
to dedicate this Diſcourſe to You. 


The Character I have given of 
him, you are ſenſible, is exactly 
juſt ; tho' it may by ſome be eſteem'd 

blameable for its Shortneſs. I doubt 

not but you regard it your Honour 
and Happineſs to deſcend from One 
ſo Religious and Virtuous, and return 

| your 
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DEDICATION. 

roar uofcien ed Thanks to Gop for 
deen depend de 
from him, and the Succeſs which, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop, attended 
7 * k 

em. That this 1s an Encourage- 
ment to You, who. are; favour'd 
with an Oftspring to continue your 
Care in training, them up in the 
Fear of the Loxp, I need not tell 
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I muſt not acquaint the World, 
how much you imitate your Father's 
Goodneſs. That you may go on, 
and even outſtrip your ae 


Father, in all the Fruits of the Ble(- 
ſed Spirit, and arrive late to the. 
Eternal Happineſs he has already; 


reach d, is the ardent Prayer of 


Tur Sincere Friend, and 


Humble Servant 1 


<2 T7 0 
* 


3 F | J . K. H U N T. 


N. 

= 
— 
-_ 4 % 
FA 
s 


A FU- 


Funeral SER MON 


Occaſioned by the 


D E A 4 H 
Mr. Tha: Hollis. 


Pi iir. I. 2. 


For me to live is Chriſt, and to die 
is Gain. 


T the Time when the Apoſtle 
wrote this Letter, he was under 
Confinement for the ſake of 

K Chriſt. This appears, ver. 7. 

Becauſe I have you in my Heart, inaſmuch as 

in my Bonds, and in the Defence and Confirma- 

tion of tbe Goſpel, you all are Partakers of my 

Grace. Ver. 13. So that my Bonds in (or ſor 

the Cauſe of) Chriſt, are manifeſt in the Pa- 
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lace, and in all other Places, Ver. 14. And 
many of the Brethren of the Lord waxing confi. 


dent by my Bonds. 


That he had been under this Reſtraint 
ſome conſiderable Time before this Epiſtle 
was ſent, may fairly be colle&ed, partly 
from the Circumſtances of the fore-men- 
tion'd Texts ; partly from the Philippians 
ſending Epaphroditus to him with Relief, 
and his Return to them with this Epiſtle, 
after a dangerous Sickneſs, and from his 


Ch. i;. 24. Hopes to come quickly to them. 


Ver. 18. 


While the Apoſtle was thus confin'd and 
in Bonds for the ſake of Chriſt, ſome, who 
were diſaffected to him, preach'd Chriſt 
even of Envy and Strite, recommending 
probably with the Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
a high Eſteem of the Ceremonies of the 
Law, which the Apoſtle was ſuppoſed to 
be ſo violent an Oppoſer of, with an In- 
tention to add Affliction to his Bonds. But 
that Temper of Mind which he expreſſed 
on this unhappy Occation, was truly great 
and noble. hat then? ſhall this afflict me? 
No : fince notwithſtanding every way, whether 
in Fretence or in Truth, Chriſt is ſtill preach'd, 
and [ therein rejoice, yea, and will rejoice : for 
I know that this ſhall be ſo far from accom- 
pliſhing their End of adding Tribulation 
to my Bonds, that it ſhall tn to my Salva- 
tion (i. e.) my Deliverance, thro* your Pray- 
ers for me, and the Supply of the Spirit of Jeſus 
Chriſt, enabling me to plead ſo as ſhall tend 
to my Enlargement; according to my Expe- 
tation and Hope, that, through the Aſſiſt- 
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on the Death of Mr. Thomas Hollis. 


ance of the Spirit of Courage, which God 
hath promis'd and given to us, in nothing I 
ſhall be aſham'd ; but that with all Boldneſe, 
as always hitherto, ſo now alſo Chriſt ſhall be 
' magnified in my Body, whether it be by Life or 
| by Death: For to me to live is Chriſt, and to 
dye is Gain. 

In diſcourſing on theſe Words, I ſhall 
{ obſerve the following Method. 


I. To explain what the Apoſtle means by the 
Phraſe, To me to live is Chriſt, 


II. To ſhew what he intends by the Expreſſi.n 
in the latter Clauſe of the Text, To dye 
is Gain, 


III. The Suitableneſs of theſe Words to the 
preſent melancholy Occaſion, viz, The De- 
ceaſe of an ancient Member of this Church, 
whoſe Requeſt is the Ground of my fixing 
upon them, 


TV. To make proper Application, 


I. To explain what the Apoſtle means 
by the Phraſe, viz. To me to live is Chriſt. 

Upon a ſlight View of the Words, it ap- 
pears evident, that they have a peculiar Re- 
ference to the Apoſtle, and of conſequence 
muſt have a particular Interpretation put 
upon them. They are brought in as a Rea- 
ſon and Argument to make out and evince 
the ſolid Ground of that earneſt Expecta- 
tion and Hope he had mention'd in the pre- 
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ceding Verſe, That Chriſt ſhould be mag- 
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ified in his Body, abhetber it be by Life 


or by Death; and the Senſe of them may 
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be given in this Paraphraſe: © I am at pre- 


lent depriv'd of Liberty, thro' the Malice 
of thole who are Enemies to the Chriſtian 
Religion: It is as well my earneſt Deſire, 
as confiderate Expectation, that whatever 
Event befalls me, the Intereſt of Chriſt, 
and the Furtherance of the Goſpel, may 
be the Reſult. My Bonds in Chriſt are al- 
ready known and diſcours'd of at Court, and 
in all other Places, and many will be put 
upon examining the Grounds of that Reli- 
gion, which I am willing to ſuffer for, 
with ſuch Chearſulneſs and Reſolution. 


Others who have receiv'd this Doctrine, 


will have new Life given to their Reſolu- 
tion by the Firmneſs of Mind and Stedfaſt- 
neſs of Faith, that J am enabled to expreſs, 
and be the more embolden'd to preach the 
Gofpel without Fear or Trepidity. True 
it is, there is an ill Spirit in ſome who ma- 
lign me, and preach Chriſt from Conten- 
tion; but the View that Chriſt is preach'd, 
and his Honour advanc'd, gives me a ſen- 
ſible Pleaſure, tho* the Motive in them is 
leſs honourable. I conceive ſome Hopes, 
that throꝰ your Prayers for me, and the Spi- 
rit's atliſting me to plead for my Liberty, 
I fha!l be deliver'd from my preſent Con- 
hn ement; but whether my Enlargement, 
and Conſequently, the Continuance of my 
Life, or (thro' the laſt Effort of Rage in 


the Enemies of Chridianity) my ſuffering 


* Death 
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Death for the ſake of Chriſt, ſhould ariſe 
in the Courſe of Divine Providence ; I 
have not the leaf} Colour of Reaſon to 
doubt, but that Chrift will be magnify'd 
in my Body, which way ſoever it turns, 
whether in Life or Death: For to me to live 
is Chriſt, If I am ſet at Liberty, and am 
preſerv'd, I have no other Concern in Life, 
* than to promote the Intereſt of Chriſt. 
* The Advancement of his Kingdom ſhall 
© be my great Scope, to which I will refer 
| © all my Actions, and for which I will 
* ſpend my Strength, and exert all my 
Powers. For to me to live is Chriſt. 

As the primary Senſe of the Words have 
ſomething Peculiar, in reſpect to the Apo- 
ſtle, implying an eminent Devotedneſs of 
Life to the Service and Honour of Chriſt; 

ſo the Grounds on which this his Conduct 
may be made appear reaſonable, and fully 
vindicated to the conſiderate Part of Man- 
kind; are, in ſeveral Circumſtances, very 
Particular and Engaging. 
When he went towards Damaſcus, 
breathing our Death and Ruin apainſt 
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the Diſciples of the Lord, in a miracu- 


lous manner, the Glory ſhining around 
bim, and a Voice coming from Heaven, 
ſaying, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? 
he was converted to the Faith he before 
ſought to deſtroy. He could not doubt but 
that He was the Son of God and the Meſſias 
who ſpoke to him, from the excellent Glory; 
2 Glory fo overbearing, as to deprive him 
of his Sight .: and his Faith was more 
| gl Sts {trength. 
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ſtrengthen'd by the Cure of his Blindneſs, 
thro' the Means of Ananias, the very Per- 
ſon of whom he had been before favour'd 
with a Sight, by a Viſion from Heaven. 
Thus fully convinc'd, he ſtraightway 
preach'd Chriſt in the Synagogues, that he 
is the Son of God : The Character he was 
to ſuſtain is repreſented in As ix. 15. But 
the Lord ſaid unto him, Go thy way, 65 he is 
a choſen Veſſel unto me, to bear my Name before 
the Gentiles, and Kings, and the Choſen of Iſrael, 


for I will ſhew him how great Things he muſt 


ſuffer for my Name ſake, He therefore tells 
us, He was an Apoſtle not of Men, neither by 
Man, but by Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father, 
who rand him up from the Dead. | 

As he was thus dignify'd, and call'd to ſo 
Particular and Eminent an Office, he was 
ſurniſn'd with anſwerable Extraordinary 
Gifts of Miracles, whereby he was enabled 
to come with Power and Demonſtration of 
the Spirit. Moreover, 

It appears, That the Views he had of che 
admirable Skill which ſhone in the ſurpri— 
Zing Plan of our Recovery by the Word lau- 
carnate, were peculiarly clear, and remarka- 
bly large. Upon the whole, it is no won- 
der then, that a Perſon converted to the 
Chriſtian Religion in fo extraordinary a 
manner; call'd to ſo high a Dignity, as to be 
an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt ; attended with 
lach a Degree of Divine Power, as, when 
proper, to be enabled to work Miracles to 
conſiem the Authority of his Doctrine; fa- 
vont'd wich Sights of bis Glory who is the 
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Founder of this Inſtitution, and with clear 


and diſtinct Views of the Excellency of all 


the Parts of this Religion ; his Mind fully 


convinc'd, and raviſh'd with the moſt plea- 
' ſing Proſpects; it is no wonder, I ſay, 
that ſuch an One ſhould expreſs an eminent 


Zeal for promoting the Honour of Chriſt : 


Is it not highly reaſonable, ſuch a Perſon, 


being ſignally devoted to the Service of 


Chriſt, ſhould be able to ſay, For me to live 


1 Chriſt? (i. e.) I have no other Intereſt in 
Life, than what is twiſted with the Con- 
cerns of Chriſtianity, 

But tho? this is the Peculiar Senſe of the 
Words, as they regard the Apoſtle, yet 
they 2re capable of a Meaning which may 


' be apply'd co every ſincere Chriſtian ; and 


in repreſenting this, I ſhall ſpeak briefly to 


the following Things. 


1. Shew, What is ſignify'd by Living to 
Chriſt, as it is obligatory upon every 
one who makes a ſincere Profeſlion of 
the Chriſtian Religion; 


2. Set before you, In what Inſtances we 
are to expreſs living to Chriſt, 


3. Evince, The Reaſonableſs of it. 


1. What is figniſy'd by [Tome to live is 


Chriſt), as the Words are capable of 


being apply'd to every Chriſtin, 
| ; It 
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It denotes, upon a previous Perſuaſion 
ariſing from proper Reaſons, That Jefus is 
the Son of God, and the true Meſſias, and 
that the Doctrine he taught was from Hea- 
ven ; a fix'd Reſolution to make the Service 
of Chriſt, and the Honour of his Religion, 
the main Scope and great Deſign of our 
Conduct: it ſignifies in the general, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, A preſenting our felves to 
God in Chriſt a living Sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable, thereby performing a reaſonable 
Service; purpoſing not to be conform'd to this 
World, but to be transform'd in the renewing of 
our Mind (or Judgment of Things), to ap- 

ove what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect Will of God; an active and perſevering 
Devotedneſs to Chriſt. This will be ſet in 
a fuller Light, by 


2. Conſidering the particular Ways by 
which this is to be expteſſed. 


§. 1. In a publick and open Profe ſſion 
of the Religion of Chriſt, whatever Diffi- 
culties and Hazards ſuch a Profeſſion may 
render us expos'd to. The Obligation to 
this ariſes from a Conviction the Mind has 
that Jeſus was the Sent of the Father, and 
his Doctrine truly Divine, after a due 
Examination of the Evidence which is of- 
fer'd for it; and the plain and expreſs De- 
clarations which are made in the Writings 
which tranſmit this Doctrine to us, of the 
Neceſſity of acknowledging Chriſt and his 
Religion, in a viſible and publick man- 
er: 
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ner: He that loveth Father or Mother more Nat. x. 37. 


than me, is not wort by of me; or he that lodeth 
Son or Daughter more than me, is not worthy 6 
me: and he that taketh not his Croſs, and fol- 


loweth after me, is not worthy of me. Hs that 


findeth his Life ſhall loſe it; and he that loſeth 
his Life for my fake ſhall find it. Whoſoewver Ver, 


therefore ſhall confeſs me before Men, him will 133. 
confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Hea- 
ven: But whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, 
bim will I alſo deny before my Father which is 
in Heaven. | 

Befides, the Author of the Chriftian 
Religion is repreſented in the Character of 
Lord, and his Doctrine under the Notion 
of a Kingdom, and a Kingdom of Light, 
in oppoſition to the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; 
the Deſtruction whereof was the Intention 
of his Appearance. And can a Perſon 
then, with any tolerable Reaſon, ſay, [To 
me to live is Chriſt] unleſs he owns his Feal- 
ty, and viſibly profeſſes Subjection to him; 
unlefs he takes part with his Intereſt, and 
ſides with thoſe who unfeignedly receive 
him as their rightful Lord. 


F. 2. Living to Chriſt is to be expreſs'd 
by a ſincere and conſtant Regard to 
the Precepts he recommends to our 
Obſervance in his Religion. 


To live to Chriſt, pre-ſuppoſes, That 
we believe he is the Anointed of the Fa- 
ther, ſan&ify'd and ſent into the World by 


him to declare his Laws, and mm 
il 
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Will to us: And can this be ſincerely done 
by us without a ſteddy Regard to the Mea- 
ſures of Conduct he has laid down and pre- 
ſcribed to us. | 

To live to Chriſt in the general, im- 
plies, That we devote our ſelves to his Ser- 
vice, and reſolve to promote his Honour ; 
and can this be perform'd without a due 
Deference to his Precepts, making them 
the conſtant Rules to direct our Thoughts, 
and regulate our Behaviour to God, and 
Others, and Ourſelves 2 This muſt be rea- 
dily own'd, unleſs we will ſay, we are de- 
voted to Chriſt, while we trample on his 
Authority, and are promoting his Service ; 
while we infringe his Laws, and are re- 
gardleſs of his Commands. 
We are ſaid to glorify the Father, by 
bringing forth Plenty of the pleaſing and 
beneficial Fruits of Holineſs ; and it is by 
the ſame way we are to bring a Revenue of 
Honour to our Saviour ; for our Lord 
adds, So ſhall ye be my Diſciples, In a Word, 
If we live to Chriſt, we ſhall have a care 
to pleaſe him, by a ſincere Reſpect to a. 
his Precepts, ſenſible, that the Authority 
which enjoins one, recommends the other: 
and we ſhall be ſollicitous to be conſtant 
and perſevering in our Obedience. 


8. 3. Living to Chriſt is to be expreſſed 
by a careiul Imitation of the Graces 
and Virtues which appear'd conſpicu- 
ous in his perfect and unſpotted Ex- 


ample. 
He 
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He appear'd as the Light to guide us on 
in the Path of Happineſs, as well by his 
bright Pattern, as his excellent Inſtitution. 
And if we are devoted to him, we ſhall, 


as the Apoſtle directs, look unto him the Heb, xii, 
Aut hor and Finiſher of our Faith, In the r1th=- 


Chapter, to ſtrengthen the Faith of the 
Hebrew Chriſtians, and influence them to 
Conſtancy, tho' they ſhould be call'd to 
undergo great Sufferings for the ſake of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; he ſets before them a 
Catalogue of noble Heroes, who, through 
Faith, ſubdu'd Kingdoms, wrought R ighteouſ- 
neſs, obtained Promiſes, ſtopt the Mouths of 
Lions, quench'd the Violence of Fire, &c. And 
in the 12th Chapter, Wherefore, ſeeing we 
alſo are encompaſſed about with ſo great a Cloud 
of Witneſſes, let us lay aſide every Weight, and 
the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet or entangle 
us, and let us run with Patience the Race that 
is ſet before u. And to conclude with the 
moſt finiſh'd and complete Pattern, he 
brings Chriſt to view, and exhorts them to 
look to him as the Author, or, Leader, and 
Finifher, or Rewarder of the Faith, 1. e. the 
Chriſtian Race, who for the Foy which was 
ſet before bim, endured the Craſs, deſpiſing the 
Shame. Chriſt is our Captain and Leader, 
and bids us follow him, for be is meek and 
lowly in Heart: And can we be ſaid to live 
to him, and be concern'd to promote his 
Honour, unleſs we tread in his Steps, when 


Peter tells us, That Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, 1 Pet. ii, 
leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow his 21+ 


Steps? In this Senſe we may underſtand 
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Rom. xiii. 14. Put you on the Lord Feſws Chriſt, 
that is, by an Imitation of him. Ina Word, 
our great Apoſtle, who ſays, For me to live 
is Chriſt, not only repreſents to others, 
Chriſt as an Exemplar, to whoſe Death 
and Reſurrection he would perſuade them 
to be conform'd by a perpetual Death to 
Sin, and by being made for ever alive to 
God; but does himſelf, in an eminent and 
peculiar manner, expreſ an ardent Deſire 
and ſteady Endeavour to know Chriſt, and 
the Power of his Reſurre&ion, and the Fellow- 
ſhip of bis Sufferings, being made conformable to 
his Death, if by any means be might attain to 
the Reſurrection of the Dead. 


8. 4. and Laſtly, If we live to Chriſt, we 
ſhall expreſs it, by having proper and ſuita- 
ble Affections excited in us, as the King- 
dom of Chriſt is attended with Succeſs, or 
the Reverie. The ſincere Follower of our 
blefled Lord, is extremely. deſirous, that 
the Intereſt which is directly oppoſite to 
the Kingdom of the Meſſias, and which is 
ſtyled in Scripture, The Kingdom of Dark- 
neſs, might be leſſen'd, and the Power of 
it remarkably diminiſh'd in the World. He 
is careful in hi» own Conduct to do nothing 
which ſhall reflect Diſhonour on that excel- 
lent Religion he makes Profeſſion of; and 
if thro' the Strength of Temptation, he is 
unhappily betray'd into any Practice, 
Winch is attended with ſuch a Conſe— 
quence, he leeis Regrer and Uneaſineſs, 
zud expreiles in his future Deportment 

greater 
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greater Circumſpection. When the Re- 
putation of the Chriſtian Religion is any 
way attack'd, and a fair Opportunity is 
offer'd, to aſſert and vindicate , Excel- 
lency of it; he readily falls in, ann 4vcord- 
ing to his Ability, in the Spirit of Meek- 
neſs, which the Doctrine of Chriſt recom- 
mends ; attempts to make others entertain 
the ſame high Eſteem and Veneration for 
Chriſt and his Inſtitution, which he him- 
ſelf receives; and if he ſucceeds, he finds a 
ſenſible Pleaſure ſpringing up in his Mind, 
and as ſenſible a Grief, if he does not. This 
appears to be remarkably the Temper of the 
Apoſtle Paul: I thank my God, through Jeſus Rom. i. 8. 
Chriſt, for you all, that your Faith is ſpoken of 
throughout the World, I thank my God always Cor. i. 4. 
on your Behalf, for the Grace of God, which is 


| given you in or by Jeſus Chriſt, that in every 


thing you are enriched by him in all Utterance, 
and in all Knowledge. I thank my God upon Phil. i. 3, 
every Remembrance of you, always in every 4 5: 


Prayer of mine for you all, making Requeſt 
' with Toy for your Fellowſhip in the Goſpel, from 


the firſt Day even till now. By which, and 
many other Paſlages, it appears, the Apo- 
itle Paul had ſuitable Affections raiſed in 
nim, as the Religion of his Lord took place 
in the World, and the contrary. I proceed 
now to the Third Thing. 


2, To evince the Reaſonableneſs of the 


Duty of living to Chriſt; or (in other 
Words) That to promote the Honour of 


Chriſt, and the Religion he has . 
35 
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(as far as lies in the Compaſs of our Power) 
is what is highly reaſonable, and becoming 
every one who profeſſes Chriſtianity. And 
this will be made appear undeniably evi- 
dent, by the following Conſiderations. 


x. If we reflect on the Greatneſs of the 


Character which is given of Chriſt, 
who is the Founder of the Chriſtian 
Religion. 


2. If we take into our View the Excel- 


lency of the Chriſtian Religion, a 
Zeal for the promoting of which is 
included in our living to Chriſt. 


z. The full Evidence we have, that 


Chriſt had a Divine Miſſion, and that 
his Doctrine is from Heaven. 


1. It is reaſonable every Chriſtian ſhould 


ſay, [To me to live is Chriſt] if we con- 


ſider the Greatneſs of the Character, 
which is given of Chriſt, who is the | 


Founder of the Chriſtian Religion. 


He is repreſented to be the Son of God, 
bis proper only begotten Son, the Brightneſs of! 
bis Glory, and expreſs Image of bis Perſon : 

Tos i. 1. true and proper God. In the Beginning with 
God, and God, God manifeſt in Fleſh. Thy 
Throne, O God, is for ever and ever; by whom 


x1-b. i. S. all Things were made; and without whom was 
1 ST | 

John 1. 3» gog any ling made that was made; and fo 
nor 
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not made or created himſelf, 4 Things Col. i. 16. 
which are in Heaven and Earth, viſible and *1* 
inviſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 

or Principalities, or Powers, all Things were 

created by him, and for him. He is deſcrib'd 

as knowing the Thoughts; preſent where-ever Mat.xii.5. 


any aſſemble in his Name. To him all Power Mat.xviit. 


is aſcriv'd in Heaven and in Earth. What 1. 1 
Things ſoever He (the Father) doth, theſe alſo Nat. 28. 
doth the Son likewiſe : for as the Father rai- 18. 


ſeth up the Dead, and quickeneth them, even Joh. v.19. 


ſo the Son quickeneth whom he will; for the 


Fat ber judgeth no Man, but bath committed all 


Judgment unto the Son: for as the Father hath 
Life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the Son to 


' have Life in himſelf : Who is ſtyled, The Holy Ads iii. 


One, The Juſt, The Prince of Life: The Lord 14,15. &? 


' of all : Of whom the whole Family in Heaven Acts x.36. 


and Earth is named. He 1s before all Things, Eh. ili. 


and by bim all Things conſiſt, In him dwelleth Col. i. 1; 


all the Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; the Image E c. ii. A 
of the inviſible God ; the Heir of all Things, 
who is the faithful Witneſs, the Alpha and 


Omega, the Firſt and the Laſt, the ſame Yeſter- 
day, to Day, and for Ever; now in Heaven 


at the Right Hand of God: Angels, and Au- 
thorities, and Powers, being made ſubject unto 
him. To whom all Men are to pay Ho. Joh. v. 23. 


| nour, even as they honour the Father, — Saying & Rev, v. 
with @ loud Voice, Worthy is the Lamb that 12, 13. 


was ſlain to receive Power, and Riches, and 
Wiſdom, and Strength, and Honour, and Glo- 
ry, and Bleſſing, and every Creature which is 
in Heaven, and on the Earth, and under the 
Earth, and ſuch as are in the Sea, and 5 

that 
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that are in them, heard I, ſaying, Bleſſing, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Power, be to him 
who ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb, 

What can be more reaſonable, than to 
be devoted to his Service, who came from 
the Boſom of the Father, to teach and in- 
ſtruct us, and has, as God, undoubted 
Right to our Subjection? What can be 
more fit than that we ſhould honour him, 
who is poſſeſs'd of Divine Perfections; in- 
veſted with full Authority (being advanced 
to the higheſt Dignity and Glory) ; to 
whom Angels, as well as Men, are to ren- 
der Worſhip ; and who 1s conſtituted the 
great Judge of all? What can be more 
equitable, than to have the Honour and 
Intereſt of fo glorious a Lord and, Head lye 
ever near our Hearts? This will farther 
appear, 


2, If we take into our View the Excel- 
lency of the Chriftian Religion ; a 
Zeal for the promoting of which is 
included in our living to Chriſt, 


The Precepts of the Goſpel are ir their 
own Nature reaſonable ; ſuch as intelli- 
gent Beings, in the State and Circumſtances 
we are in, coolly reflecting, would chooſe 
to be govern'd by ; and the Conſequences 
which attend the Obſervance of them, are 
happy to our ſelves, and beneficial to others. 
And as the Precepts are proper to perfect 
our Nature, and render us truly hapPY'3 

0 


— — 
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ſo the Principles of Truth which Chriſti- 
anity lays before the Mind, are really noble 
and ſublime, fitted to exalt the Underſtan- 
ding, and enlarge the Thought, and give 
the Soul a true Nobility and Greatneſs. 
The Ends which the Chriſtian Doctrine 
propoſes, viz. The Glory of the Father, 
and the Honour of the Redeemer, in the 
Recovery of ſome of the fallen Race of 
Man, which would otherwiſe have been 
entirely cruſh'd and ruin'd, to a Participa- 
tion of the Divine Nature and Holineſs, 
which had been loſt by Sin; are truly great, 
and really worthy of God. The Encou- 
ragements which this Religion gives us ; 


the Promiſe of Pardon and Forgiveneſs 


upon a Return to God, thro' the Mediator, 
on the Account and for the Sake of his Sa- 


| crifice ; the Expectation of Aids of the Spi- 


rit, in proportion to the Tryals we ſhall be 
call'd to encounter; and the Hope of 
an eternal Weight of Glory, which, as a 
Recompence of Reward, ſhall be conferr'd 


on the ſincere Votaries of Chriſt ; are 
| ſtrong and powerful Motives, to engage us 
in Purſuit of Chriſt's Service and Intereſt, 
and render living to him highly reaſonable. 
What other Ends can we have in our View 


equal to theſe? The refining our Nature 


by Divine Knowledge and Purity; the ar- 


riving to the Perfection and Holineſs which 
is peculiar to our reaſonable Frame; the 
gaining true Self-Enjoyment and inward 


Satisfaction; and the Supports of a God in 
the Difficulties of Life, and Agonies of 
D 


Death, 
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Death, and at laſt a Crown of Life, as a 
Reward, an Inheritance incorruptible and un- 
defil d, and that fadeth not away, reſeru'd in 
Heaven ? If theſe are the bleſſed Fruits that 
{pring out cf our living to Chriſt (as un- 
doubredly they are) is it not a Condeſcen- 
ſion, that it is expreſs'd by the Phraſe, 
Living to Chriſt, when it is, in propriety, 
living to our own true Glory and proper 
Happineſs ? 


2/7 and Laſily, Let us conſider the full 
Evidence we have, that Chriſt had a 
Divine Miffion, and that his Doctrine 
was from Heaven. 


The Religion of Chriſt is not a Fable 
artfully contriv'd, and skilfully conducted; 
but a Doctrine which is as clearly prov'd to 
be of a Divine Original, as the Nature of 
the Thing will bear. For, beſides the A- 
greeableneſs of it to the beſt Notions we are 
capable of forming of God, and che Beauty 
and Excellency which appears in the ſeve- 
ral Parts; of which we have already given 
a ſhort Repreſentation ; all the Circum- 
ſtancæs of the Birth and Doctrine, Life and 
Death, and Reſurrection of the Author and 
Founder of it, were particularly mark'd out 
by Wricers, who liv'd many Ages before his 
Appearance: All which, upon a careful 
Compariſon, will be found to have a moſt 
perfect and exact Agreement. 

Farther, a little before his coming to de- 
clare to us the Will of Heaven, a Meſſen- 


ger 
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ger was ſent to prepare his Way, to whom 
it was reveal'd, Upon whom he ſheuld ſce the 
Spirit deſcending, and remaining on bis, the 
ſame is he which baptizeth with the Holy 
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Ghoſt, And he ſaw and bare Record, that this John i. 3a, 
is the Son of God. Accordingly, when [e- 55 34. 


ſus came to Fohn to be baptiz'd of him, in 
the View of thoſe who were preſent, the 
Heavens open'd, and the Spirit of God de- 
ſcended upon him, hovering as a Dove in 
the Shekinah and Glory, the viſible Mark 
of Divine Preſence ; and a Voice came, 
ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleaſed. When our Saviour was in great 


Diſtreſs, and pray'd, Father, ſave me from ſohn . 


this Hour: but for this Cauſe came I unto this: 


Hour; Father, olorify thy Name; the Voice 
from Heaven is repeated; ſaying, I have 
both glorified it, and will glorify it again: And 
our Lord tells them who were preſent, 
This was not for his, but their ſakes. A 


jy © ws 


like Teſtimony was given, when our Sa- Ver. 32. 


viour took with him Peter, James, and Fohn, 
and brought them into a high Mouncain, 
and was transfigur'd before them; and his Face 
ſhone as the Sun, and bis Rayment was white a; 
the Light ; and behold there appeared to the; 
Moſes and Elias talking with him. Then 
euſwered Peter, and ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, it 
is good for us to be here, While he yet ſpake, 
behold a bright Cloud over-ſhadowed them, and 
behold a Voice out of the Cloud, which ſaid, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am ub 
pleaſed: Hear ye bim. "This is the Witneſs 
of God, which he hath teſtiſy'd of his Son; 
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1 Joh, v. 9, and if we receive the Witneſs of Men, the Wit- 


neſs of God is greater. 


Moreover, That Jeſus was the Son of 
God, and the true Meflias, the Variety of 
Miracles which our Saviour was empower'd 
to work, clearly atteſts. They were at- 
tended with ſuch Circumſtances, as were 
proper to make appear, that they were 
real and inconteſtable Miracles. They 
were Miracles of Goodneſs, ſuitable to the 
Genius of the Religion they were deſign'd 
ro confirm. They were wrought in Pub- 
lick, and in View of thoſe whoſe Diſlike 
of the Worker, and the Religion he eſta- 
bliſh'd, would make them look more nice- 
ly into, and with greater Care examine 
their Reality. The Diſtempets which 
were cur'd, were inveterate, which had 
baffled the greateſt Skill of Phyſicians ; and 
ſome of them were from Infancy, and 
were cur'd by a Word, and at a Diſtance ; 
and the Inſtantaneous Cure was ſo perfect, 
that of the Perſons recover'd, ſome aroſe 
and miniſtred, and others took up their 
Beds, and walk d. The Variety and Num- 
ber of theſe extraordinary Events, give 2 
farther Weight and Strength to the Argu- 
ment. Beſides, he imparted to others the 
Power of working them, with an Inten- 
tion to confirm the Doctrine he ſent them 
forth to prezch. Our Lord appeals to his 


teh. v. 36, Miracles: The Works which the Father hath 


given me to finiſh, the ſame Works which I do, 
bear Mitneſs of me, that the Father hath [cnt 


Ia. x. 37. ne. If T do not the iVirks of my Father, believe 


7} 
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me not; but if I do, tho ye believe not me, be- 


lieve the Works; that ye may know and believe, 
that the Father is in me, and J in him, When 
Two Diſciples of John, who were ſent by 
him to enquire of our Lord, Whether he 
was He that ſhould come, or they ſhould 
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direct their View to another? Our Sayiour ute xii. 
in the ſame Hour curing many of their In firmi- 20, Ec. 


ties, and Plagues, and cvil Spirits; and to 
many that were blind giving Sight, ſaid, Go 
your way, ang tell John what Things you have 
ſeen and heard; how that the Blind ſce, the 


Lame walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, the Deaf 


hear, the Dead are raiſed ; to the Poor the Ho- 
ſpel is preach d: and bleſſed is be who ſhall not 
be offended in me. 

Beſides, our Saviour foretels, in a parti- 
cular manner, the Deſtruction of Feruſq- 
lem and the Temple: And the Hiſtory 
Foſephus the Jew has compos'd, relates the 
Fact in ſuch Circumſtances, as render the 


Accompliſhment of our Lord's Prediction 


extremely remarkable. Add to this, that 
he foretells his own Death, and lays the 
Truth of his Doctrine upon the Certainty 
of his Reſurrection; the Reality of which 
was made evident by a Number of ſtrong 
and glaring Circumſtances ; and when he 
had ſhewed bimſeif alive, after bis Paſſion, by 


many infallible Proofs, being ſeen of them (his 


Diſciples) forty Days, and ſpeaking of the 
Things pertaining to the Kingdom of God, in 
the View of his Apoſtles, be was taken up, 
and a Cloud receiv'd bim out of their Sight. 
After which, on the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 

$ F necord- 
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according to his Promiſe, he pour'd out the 
Spirit in the extraordinary Gifts of Tongues, 
Faith, Knowledge, Wiſdom, &c. for the 
Propagation and Eſtabliſnment of the 
Chriftian Religion. And the Apoſtles, 
who were Eye and Ear-Witneſſes, furniſh'd 
with theſe extraordinary Powers, and free 
from ambitious and intereſted Deſigns; 
preach'd a Riſen Lord, and were willing to 
ſeal the Truth of their Docttine with their 
Blood. Thus is Chriſtianity founded; fo 
full and clear is the Proof of it: And ſhall 
not we think it reaſonable to promote an 
Inſtitution ſo well atteftel ro be from God? 
That comes recommended with ſuch Cre- 
dentials? Shall not we eſtzem it fit to live 
to Chriſt, who has fo many inconteſtable 
Marks of a Divine Miſſion? I come now 


to the Second General Head. 


II. To ſet before you what the Apoſtle intend; 
by the Expreſſion he uſes in the latter 
Clauſe of the Text, — And to dye is 
Gain. 


This, as the former, has a Peculiar 
Meaning, reſpecting the Apoſtle, if con- 
nected with the foregoing Verſe, and with 
Paul's Detire, That Chriſt might be magnified 
n bis Body, whether it be by Life or Death; 
* for if I am continu'd in Life, I am re- 
* folv'd to dedicire it to the Honour of 
* Chriſt ; and if I dye for the Sake of 
* Chriitianicy, it will turn to the Advan- 
tage and Ilatery!t of the Chriſtian Reli- 

gion; 
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gion: So that whether I live or dye, it 


is my earneſt Expectation and Hope, 


* that Chriſt will be magnify'd ina my 
© Body. 

That the Death of the Apoſtle for the 
Sake of Chriſt, would prove Gain to his 
Intereſt, and a Means to promote the Re- 
ligion he came to eſtabliſh, may be made 
appear with the greateſt Eaſe. 

It would tend very much to evince the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, when he, who was 
ſo zealous a Preacher of it, would expreſs 
a Readineſs to lay down his Life for it. 
In reference to this, Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to 
witneſs before Pontius Pilate, a good Confeſ- 
fron. If the Apoſtle had ſuff:red with Cou- 
rage, Reſolution, and Chearfulneſs, it 
would have diſcover'd the Spirit of Glory 
to reſt upon him, and have repreſented to 
Advantage, the Force. and Power of the 


Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Motives were 


ſufficient to ſupport him under ſuffering 
Death, with ſuch Firmneſs of Mind, and 
Calm of Joy, ariſing from the Hope of fu- 
ture Glory, as would bear the niceſt Re- 
marks. Who would look on ſuch a Saint, 
bravely triumphing at once over the Ene- 
mies of Chriſtianicy, and the King of Ter- 
rors, and not feel chilling Fear, and fickle 
Doubt, diſpel and vaniſh, and in their 


room a noble and divine Ardor ſucceed 2 


Who, engag'd in preaching Chriit, would 
not find, on this Occaſion, a Flame of en- 
lighten'd Zzal kindle in his Breaſt, and 
ae Reſolution and Courage, to e 
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according to his Promiſe, he pour'd out the 
Spiritin the extraordinary Gifts of Tongues, 
Faith, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Cc. for the 
Propagation and Eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtian Religion. And the Apoſtles, 
who were Eye and Ear-Witneſſes, furniſh'd 
with theſe extraordinary Powers, and free 
from ambitious and intereſted Defigns ; 
preaclid a Riſen Lord, and were willing to 
ſeal the Truth of their Doctrine with their 
Blood. Thus is Chriſtianity founded; fo 
full and clear is the Proof of it: And ſhall 
not we think it reaſonable to promote an 
Inſtitution ſo well atteſted ro be from God? 
That comes recommended with ſuch Cre- 
dentials? Shall not we eſteem it fit to live 
co Chriſt, who has ſo many inconteſtable 
Marks of a Divine Miſſion? I come now 


'to the Second General Head. 


II. To ſet before you what the Apoſtle jntead; 
by the Expreſſion he uſes in the latter 
Clauſe of the Text, — And to dye 1: 
Gain, 


This, as the former, has a Peculiar 
Meaning, reſpecting the Apoſtle, if con- 
nected with the foregoing Verſe, and with 
Paul's Delire, That Chriſt might be magmfied 
zn bis Body, whether it be by Life or Death; 
* for it Jam continu'd in Life, I am re- 
* folv'd to dedicire it to the Honour of 
Chriſt; and it I dye for the Sake of 
Chriſtianicy, it will turn co the Advan- 
tage and later; of the Chriſtian Reli- 

gion: 
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gion: So that whether J live or dye, it 
is my earneſt Expectation and Hope, 
* that Chriſt will be magnify'd in my 
© Body. 

That the Death of the Apoſtle for the 
Sake of Chriſt, would prove Gain to his 
Intereſt, and a Means to promote the Re- 
ligion he came to eſtabliſh, may be made 
appear with the greateſt Eale. 

It would tend very much to evince the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, when he, who was 
ſo zealous a Preacher of it, would expreſs 
a Readineſs to lay down bis Life for it. 
In reference to this, Jeſus Chrilt is ſaid to 
witneſs before Pontius Pilate, a good Confeſ- 
fron. If the Apoſtle had ſuff.red with Cou- 
rage, Reſolution, and Chearſulneſs, it 
would have diſcover'd the Spirit: of Glory 
to reſt upon him, and have repreſented to 
Advantage, the Force and Power of the 
Chriſtian Religion, whoſe Motives were 
ſufficient to ſupport him under ſuffering 
Death, with ſuch Firmneſs of Mind, and 
Calm of Joy, ariſing from the Hope of fu- 
ture Glory, as would bear the niceſt Re- 
marks. Who would look on ſuch a Saint, 


| bravely triumphing at once over the Ene- 


mies of Chriſtianicy, ard the King of Ter- 
rors, and not feel chilling Fear, and fickle 
Doubt, diſpel and vaniſh, and in their 
room a noble and divine Ardor ſucceed ? 
Who, engag'd in preaching Chriſt, would 
not find, on this Occaſion, a Flame of en- 
lizhten'd Z.2al kindle in his Breaſt, and 
Nw Reſolution and Courage, to 2 
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firm and ſtedfaſt, hereby imparted to his 
Mind ? By theſe Reflections, you ſee, the 
Death of the Apoſtle, was capable of being 
a Gain to the Intereſt of Chriſt, and an 
Advantage to the Doctrine of Chriſtianity. 
In which Senſe we muſt underſtand the 
Words, if we conſider them connected with 
the preceding. 8 
But if we refer them to the following 
Verſes, they may admit a different Mean- 


VJ. 22, &fc. ing: If I live in the Fleſh, this is the Fruit of 


Mat. v. 11. 
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my Labour; yet what I ſhall chuſe, I wot not: 
for I am in a Strait betwixt Two, having a 
Deſire to depart, and be with Chriſt, which 1 
far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in the Fleſh i 
more needful for you. The Apoſtle appears 
in a Difficulty how to make his Choice : 
If I live in the Fleſh, I _ for your Fur- 
therance and Joy of Faith, and this Fruit 
of my Labour is deſirable fir me to live to 
Chriſt. If I depart, I ſhall be with 
Chriſt ; conſequently, to dye will be 
to me the higheft Gain ; receiving the 
peculiar Reward of a Martyr for the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. Bleſſed are ye, when Men 
ſhall revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall ſay 
all manner of Evil againſt you falſly for my 
ſake : Rejoyce, and be exceeding glad; for 
GRE AT & your Reward in Heaven. Under 
what Views Death will prove Gain to try 
ſincere Chriſtian, will be proper here to 
enquire, 


1. In- 


In- 
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x. Inaſmuch as Death will remove all 


the Evils which unavoidably attend this 
imperfet Life. And, 


2. Inſtate us in the Poſſeſſion of thoſe 
Joys, which are, at preſent, beyond 
qur Capacity fully ro comprehend, 


t. Inaſmuch as Death will remove all 
the Evils which unavoidably attend this im- 
perfect Life. The Abſence of what is unea- 
ſie to us, will come under the Character 
of Good, and be eſteem'd, by juſt Eſtimate, 
proper Gain. 


3 Death will put an End to all the 
Sorrows and Afflictions, to which the ſin- 
cere Chriſtian is peculiarly, or in common 
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with others, expos'd. Man # born to Trou- Job v. 1, 


ble, as the Sparks fly upwards. The true 
Chriſtian is incident in common to Man- 
kind, to Pains and Sickneſſes, to Loſſes and 
Diſappointments, to the Removal and De- 
ceaſe of neareſt Relations and deareſt 
Friends ; and the Deſign of the Chriſtian 
Religion is not to render us inſenſible to 
the Impreſſions of Grief, but to allay and 
modggate hays He is, beſides, often ex- 
pos'd to peculiar Oppoſition and Reproach, 
as he is a faithful Follower of Chrift. For, 
all that will live godly in Chriſt 


will put an eternal Period. In the Grave, 
the Wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the Meary 
E ere 


Jeſus, ſhall a Tim. iii4 
ſuffer Perſecution. To all theſe Trials Death 12. 
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4 e at reſt ; Tears will be for ever wip d away; 
and the Voice of Mourning will be no more 
beard. | 


$. 2. Death will happily put an End to 
the Remains of Sin and Imperfe&ion, 
which attend, in this Life, the moſt impro- 
ved Chriſtian. The Entrance of Sin into 
the World, has occaſion'd ſtrange Diſor- 
ders in the Human Frame : The Appetites 
are ſtrong and heady, the Paſſions are vio- 
lent and unruly, and the Ply and Biaſs lies 
ſtrongly towards Things of Senſe. Aflen- 
der Reflection on what we experience in 
our ſelves, and remark in others, will give 
us full Conviction of the Depravity of Hu- 


man Nature. God continues to us ſome 
Principles for Recovery, and by the Reve- 


lation of the Goſpel, takes the moſt effectual 
Method to accompliſh it. The true Be- 


Rom, viii. liever, by the Law of the Spirit of Life in 


Chriſt Jeſus, is made free from the Law of Sin 
and Death ; diſlikes every Sin, and is recon- 
£11'd to the Divine Nature and Will: Finds 


Irdent Deſires to reſemble God, and attain 
Conformity to his Holineſs in higher mea- 


ſures. When he feels the Remainders of Sin 
hang heavy about him, as a dead Weight, 
and hinder him in his Chriſtian Race, he 
bresthes out melancholy Complaints; O 
*vretched Man that I am ! who ſhall deliver me 
J in this Body of Sin and Death? The King 
of Terrors, by whoſe Hand alone it is he 
exo. ſ perfect Freedom, now loſes much 
ot his Hyrror, and appears to his View in 

8 
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State ariſe, when the Compaſs of Knowledge 
is ſo clear and large, and the Impreſs of the 
Divine Image ſo perfect and complete. To 
conclude, When there ſhall be a Conſumma- 
tion of the Happineſs of Believers in the Reſur- 
rection of the Body; when this Corruptible ſhall 
put on Incorruption, and this Mortal ſhall put on Im- 
mortality, encircled with Glory, reſembling the 
Redeemer ; when perfected in Mind and Body, 
they ſhall enter into the Prelence-Chamber of 
Glory, and be where Chriſt is, and mingle with 
the pleaſing Society of Angels and glorify'd 
Saints; what Acclamations of Joy, what Tri- 
umphs of Pleaſure, what Tranſports of Delight 
muſt fill thoſe Bleſſed Realms, where there is Ful. 
meſs of Foy and Pleaſures for evermore ! | 

Upon the whole, If to exchange a miſerable, 
terapred, and imperfect Life, for a happy, ſe- 
cure, and perfect one, be eſteem'd advantageous, 
then, from what has been offer'd, it will be un- 
deniably evident, That Death to the faithful 
Servants of our Lord, muſt be true and real 
Gain. I come now to the Third General Head. 


III. The Suitableneſs of the Words to the preſent 
melancholy Occaſion, viz. The Removal of an 
ancient Member of this Church, whoſe Requeſi 


is the Reaſon of my fixing upon them, 


This will make it neceſſary to give his Cha- 
rater, and the Memory of ih: Fuſt is bleſſed. 
He had an early Turn co Religion. His Mo- 
ther dying when he was about Twelve Years of 
Age, he expreſs'd an extraordinary and uncom- 
mon Sorrow; and his Father, to allay and di- 
rect his Grief, tells him, Worldly Sorrow work:th 
Death; but Godly Sorrow worketh Repentance to Sal- 


vation, not to be repented Ft Which, by the Bleſ- 
| ſing 
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ſing of God, prov'd a happy Occaſion to give a 
right Turn to his Thoughts; and attending 
Mr. Fiſher at Sheffield; he had the Change to 
Salvation, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, under 
his Miniſtry, according to his own Apprehen- 
lion. His Temper and Complexion were natu- 
rally warm. This, when he had received a ſe- 
rious and religious Ply, occaſioned an uncom- 
mon Zeal for the Honour of God, and the In- 
tereſt of Chriſt. And for thete great and valua- 
ble Purpoſes, he carly devoted part of his In- 
creaſe. He maintain'd ever in his Mind a lively 
Senle of the Evil of Sin, and arrived to a conſi- 
derable Share of Scripture-Knowledge. He 
walk'd in the Ordinances of the Goſpel, and in 
Communion with this Church above Sixty 
Years ; near the Period of Time which is allot- 
ted to Man in this World. His Faith was ſtrong, 
ſteddily truſting in God, and relying on his 
Promiſes. His Patience remarkable: tho” he 
was ſo unhappy as to be blind many Years, I 
never heard him make the leaſt Complaint the 
ſeveral Years I had been acquainted with him. 
He train'd-up his Children in the Knowledge 
and Practice of Religion, and ſet before them 
an Example of Holineſs ; and in particular, of 
Publick, Private, and Secret Devotion, which 
by his Inſtructions he recommended to them 


and was ſo happy as to ſee his pious Care ſuc- 


ceſsful. If he had given any an Offence, as 
ſom? cimes it would happen thro' the Warmth 
of his Temper ; he would not diſdain to ask 
Pardon, tho' of an Inferior. conſcious it was 
theE Command of his Lord. He delay'd not doing 
Good to his Death; but during his Life caſt about 
how he might be ſerviceable to his Relations, 
and, in a particular manner, to the Miniſters of 


Chriſt, wherein he greatly abounded, His 
8 Cha- 
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a more ſoft and milder Aſpect. He could 
even Wiſh Death would make a quicker 
Approach, were it not that he is ſenſible, 
it becomes him to be entirely reſigned to 
the Will of his Heavenly Father. On that 
Account, he ſubmiſſively goes on in the 
Toil and Conflict of the Chriſtian Warfare; 
putting on the whole Armour of God, ſtanding 
reſolute to his Charge, and fighting the good 
Fight of Faith ; as the Apoftle, He, forget- 
ting thoſe Things which are behind, and reaching 


forth to thoſe Things which are before, preſſes to- 


ward the Mark, for the Prize of the high Cal- 
ling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, not as tho he had 
already attained, or were already perfect. 


8. 3. Temptation, which renders now 
the true Chriſtian uneaſie, will ceaſe at 
Death. As the ſincere Believer hates Sin, 
and loves Righteouſneſs, whatever offers 
to invite him to the former, and take him 
off and ſeduce him from the latter, fails 
not of giving him a ſenſible Concern. It 
is no little Pain to him to think this World, 
thro' which he muſt paſs, is beſet with 
Snares, and that there is nothing in ir, bur, 


at ſome time or other, may prove a Temp- 


tation to him. A thouſand pleaſing Ob- 
jects make their inſinuating Addreſs, with 
roo much Succeſs ; and the true Believer 
too often feels thereby, an Abatement 
given to his Vigour and Zeal in the Chri- 
{tian Life. The Fear and Dread of Evil, 
which ariſes ſometimes from the faithful 
Diſcharge of his 5 75 makes his Soul 
2 


ſhrink 
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ſurink and recoil a little, to his great Un- 
eaſineſs; till he rallies again, and is re- 
{olv'd, in the Divine Strength, to pleaſe 
God rather than Man. In a Word, he is 
inſtructed by the Chriſtian Religion, that 


Eph.vi.iz he is call'd to wreſtle, not only againſt Fleſh 


and Blood, but againſt Principalities and Pow- 
ers, againſt the Rulers of this World, and 
againſt (piritual Wickedneſſes in High Places. 
This engages him to ſtand ever upon his 
Guard, and even wiſh he was releaſed, and put 
quite out of all Danger, and the Reach ot 
every Temptation. But Death will farther 


be made appear Gain to every ſincere 
Chriſtian, 


2. As it inſtates him in Poſſeſſion of 
the Ingredients of true and real Happineſs, 
in a Degree which we cannot at preſent 
fully comprehend. 

$. x. The Knowledge which the true 
Chriſtian ſhall have after Death, ſhall be 
more perfect. The Knowledge of Divine 
"Fuings, which we have in this State, is 
by Fa::h, not Intuitive and Immediate, but 
as when we look at a remore and diitant 
Object, attended with Confuſion and In- 
diftinctnels in a great meaſure ; gain'd by 
contderable Toil and Application; fre- 


quently interrupted by the neceſfary Avo- 


cations of Life, and of conſcquence, not 
10 clear and connected, or cf any great 
Extent and Compals. But when we dye, 
and enter into the World of Bleſſed Spirits, 
v2 CMCC 2 Out of Twilight and glimmering 


Views, 
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Views, into full and ſtrong Light, which our 
Underſtandings will be exalted and ſtrengthned 
to bear, Now we ſee thro a Glaſs darkly, in a 1Corxiii- | 
Riddle, with great Obſcurity ; but then Face to 12. | 
Face, with the greateſt Nearnefs and Perſpicuity. | 
Now we know in part, but then ſhall e know, even 
as alſo we are known, We know in part, and pro- | 
pheſy in part; but when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is imperfe& ſhall be done away. . 
The Apoſtle carries his Thought a great way | 
in the 11th Verſe ; Wihen I as a Child, I ſpake as 
a Child, I underſtood as a Child ; but when I be- 
came a Man, I put away Childiſh Things, There 
will be as much Difference berween the Views 
we ſhall have inthe other World, and thoſe we 
gain in this, as there is now in the Sentiments 
of Childhood, and thoſe which we entertain 
| in a mature and manly Age. The Knowledge 
| we ſhall then arrive to, will be eaſie and clear; 
which is repreſented, by ſeeingFace to Face, A great 
Variety of Divine Truchs ſhall ſhine in full 
Light. and be taken in by the Mind at one View, 
with great Facility, and the utmoſt Clearneſs; 
which will render the Underſtanding capable 
of carrying on the Purſuit in a long Train of 
ſtrong and well- conducted Reaſonings: For 
ditcurſwe Knowledge will enter into the unſeen 
State. Who now can fully conceive the vaſt 
Extent of View, and Reach of Thought, that 
from hence will reſult in the State of perfect 
Light ! How far the Glories of the Father, Scn, 
and Spirit, in the Wonders of Creation, M1zs 
of Providence, and Depths of Grace in the Re- 
covery of fallen Man, will then be diſcover'd, 
who in this imperſe& Life can comprehend ? 
What new Scenes will open, who can deicribe ? 
What Employments ſuch refin'd Minds i411 be 
engag'd in, who can determine? Ihe Anais 
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S. 2. The Holineſs which a true Believer at- 
tains on Death, is perfect. 

In this Life the ſincere Chriſtian carries about 
him a Body of Sin. True it is, Sin has not Do- 
minion over him; but there are unhappy Re- 
mains of moral Imperfe&tion, which in this 
State will ever attend him, He fees indeed the 
Beauties of Holineſs, and conſtantly preſſes after 


higher Attainments of it. He ardently deſires 


perfect Freedom from Sin, and complete Purity; 
bur deſpairs at the Time he preſſes forward, of 
Arriving to it, till he ceaſes out of this Life; and 
then the unca:;'d Mind drops with the Body, 
every Sin which here entangled him, and every 
Weight which in this State bindred him in the 
Divine Life, and commences perfectly free, and 
completely pure. The Ply and Bent to Holi- 
neſs, which in this State of Tryal was prevail- 
ing, is now by the glorious and transforming 
Views he is introduced into, invariably fix'd 
and for ever ſettled. 

F. 2. The Satisfaction which a true Chriſtian 


enjoys after Death, is anſwerable to his Perfe- 


ction in Knowledge and Purity. And, I may 


well ſay, anſwerable to his perfect Knowledge 


and Holineſs, ſince it naturally ariſes from them. 
What Raptures of Joy muſt à Mind feel, when, 
reſcu'd from uneaſie Shackles, and freed from a 
darkſome Priſon, it finds it ſelf refin'd, and en- 
rertain'd with near and comprehenſive Views of 


Divine and Heavenly Glories! The little 
Kno«ledge we are capable of gaining in this 


State, affords higher Relifhes of Pleaſure, than 
this fenfible Scene can furniſh to us; and the 
impuriect Reſemblance of God we here attain, 
fails not of being attended with true Delight and 
ſolid Satisfaction. How inconceivably high 
chen, mult the unmingled Plesſures of the 8 

Far? 
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Charity was not confin'd to a Party, though it 
might extend more to thoſe who were of his 
own Perſuaſion, being ſincere, and thinking 
himſelf in the Right. He deny'd himſelf, and 
liv'd frugal, that he might more extenſively ex- 
preſs his Goodneſs. Various Methods he took 
to be publickly uſeful ; diſtributing Books pro- 
per to encourage Religion and Vertue ; pro- 
moting Schools for Inſtruction of the Poor to 
read and write ; and contributing to the Build- 
ing of Places of Worſhip. He ere&ed and foun- 
ded two Churches at Rotheram and Doncaſter ; 
and eſtabliſh'd Schools at each Place for teaching 
Youth ; not only communicating in his Life to 
their Maintenance, but bequeathing ſome En- 
couragement afcer his Deceaſe. He freely con- 
tributed to the Building a Place at Sheffield ; and 
when that proved too little, he liberally im- 
parted to the building a larger ; and purchaſing 
the leſs, converted it into an Alms-Houſe, 
wherein Sixteen poor Perſons dwell ; to which 
he hath left a ſmail Endowment. He was fo 
happy as to live many Years in full Aſſurance, 
form'd on Scripture Grounds (for he uſed to 
fy, Faith and Repentance were che Work of a 


Chriſtian every Day) and founded on the Me- 


tits and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, of an end- 
leſs State of Reſt and Happineſs. And tho' thro? 
great Age, he at laft declin'd, the Images and 
Ideas which the Scripture furniſh'd him with, 
were the laſt that were effac'd in him. When 
he was in his dying Agonies, which were {}ron- 
ger than uſual at thoſe advanced Years, he was 
5k'd, Whether he deſir'd to be with Chritt ? 
and he anſwer'd, with an uncommon Strength 
of Voice, Tes! Yes ! Thus he livd to Chrilt ; 


ind we have no Reaſon to doubt, but Death 
p:oves to him Gain. | 
IV. Let us make Application of this Argument. 
E | 


© 1. 


33 


— — — — — —— 


-, MY - 


34 


„1 Funeral SERMON 


8. 1. From the Words in their Contexture, 
we may infer, That the Soul at Death does 
not fall into a State of Inſenſibility, till the Re- 
ſurrection. This Opinion, which has been en- 
tertain'd by ſome, is clearly refuted by the Apo- 
ſtle's Deſire, rather t be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. The Apoſtle is in a 
Strait, and at a Loſs which to chooſe, whether 
to depart and be with Chriſt, or abide in the Fleſh 
for the Furtherance of the Goſpel : But upon 
the Suppoſition, that the Soul ſinks into an in- 
lenſible State, there appears not the leaſt Diffi- 
culty of making the Choice. For who, at leaſt 
of the Genius of the Apoſtle, would not prefer 
an active Service, attended at preſent with in- 
ward Satisfaction, and the joyful Expectation 
of having in proportion a brighter Crown of 
Glory, to the ſtupid Reſt of a State perfectly 
inſenſible? Who would imagine, the Apoſtle 
means, by being with Chriſt after his Depar- 
tare, a profound Sleep, and a State entirely de- 
{ticute of all Senſe 2? 

F. 2. If Death is Gain to true Believers, this 
may moderate our Grief, when ſuch are remo- | 
ved out of our World. To ſorrow in an ex- 
ceſſive manner for their Departure, carries in it 
an unaccountable Narrowneſs, that we would 
have them continued to us at their great Loſs 
and Diſadvantage. We readily own, when 
they are abſent from the Body, they are preſent 
with Chriit, in a State of unallay'd Happineſs; 
2nd yet, out of a ſtrange Affection to 'em, we 
would have their Felicity (tho' it was the Scope 
of their Lives, and we profeſs it to be ours, to 
prepare for it) delay'd, to gratify our fond Hu- 
mour. Strange and inconſiſtent Love! A few 
Tears indeed may become the Deceaſe of a va- 
luable Friend and dear Relative, and reaſonably 
be regarded as a Debt we owe to natural 2 

ä ion. 


on the Death of Mr. Thomas Hollis. 


ction. But exorbitant Sorrow, which breaks 
the Bounds that Reaſon and Religion give, is 
highly diſhonourable to the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
of which we make a Profeſſion. I perſuade my 
ſelf, I need not uſe an Argument to prevail with 
you who are related to our deceaſed Brother, to 
moderate your Grief. There is no Place for 
Tears, unleſs what flow from the Tie of Nature. 
He was favour'd with a long Life, and employ'd 
it in promoting the Intereſt of Chriſt, and dy'd 
in Aſſurance of Faith, ripe and mature for the 
World of happy Spirits, full of Years and good 
Works, and now with Chriſt. Expreſs a Care 


to imitate him in Faith and Patience, extenſive: 


Goodneſs and Charity, and other good Works. 
Follow him ſo far as he follow'd Chriſt, conſider- 
ing the End of his Converſation. 

8. 3. If Death is ſo great an Advantage to 2 
true Chriſtian, then this vindicates the Conduct 
of a Believer, in his Readineſs to undergo all 
Difficulties for the ſake of Chriſt and his Religion. 

It is with great Reaſon the ſincere Follower of 
Chriſt conſtantly reins his Appetites, ſted- 
dily manages his Paſſions, willingly denies him- 
ſelf, foregoing the greateſt Intereſt and Honour, 
quitting the deareſt Enjoyment and moſt valu- 
able Blefling of Life, and ſacrificing Life it ſelf, 
when his Lord commands. He has his Eye 
fix'd on the Recompence of Reward, and looks 
to an eternal Weight of Glory. He knows, 
that all he can loſe in this World is inconſide- 
rable, in Compariſon with the ſolid and lafting 
Happineſs which is promis'd in the other. He 
is fully perſuaded, it will not be in vain to ſerve 
the Lord, and therefore abounds in his Work, 
expecting from free and unmericed Goodneſs, 
according to the Divine Promiſe, an anſwerable 
and proportionate Reward, «77%, 
§. 4. This Conſideration ſhould make Death 
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F. t. From the Words in their Contexture, 
we may infer, That the Soul at Death does 
not fall into a State of Inſenſibility, till the Re- 
ſurrection. This Opinion, which has been en- 
tertain'd by ſome, is clearly refuted by the Apo- 
ſtle's Deſire, rather to be abſent from the Body, and 
to be preſent with the Lord. The Apoſtle is in a 
Strait, and at a Loſs which to chooſe, whether 
to depart and be with Chriſt, or abide in the Fleſh 
for the Furtherance of the Goſpel ; But upon 
the Suppoſition, that the Soul ſinks into an in- 
lenſible State, there appears not the leaſt Diffi- 
cuity of making the Choice. For who, at leaſt 
of the Genius of the Apoſtle, would not prefer 
an active Service, attended at preſent with in- 
ward Satisfaction, and the joyful Expectation 
of having in proportion a brighter Crown of 
Glory, to the ſtupid Reſt of a State perfectly 
inſenſible? Who would imagine, the Apoſtle 
means, by being with Chriſt after his Depar- 
ture, a profound Sleep, and a State entirely de- 
ſticute of all Senſe 2? 

§. 2. If Death is Gain to true Believers, this 
may moderate our Grief, when ſuch are remo- 
ved out of our World. To ſorrow in an ex- 
ceſſive manner for their Departure, carries in it 
an unaccountable Narrowneſs, that we would 
have them continued to us at their great Loſs 
and Diſadvantage. We readily own, when 
they are abſent from the Body, they are preſent 
with Chriit, in a State of unallay'd Happinels ; 
and yet, out of a ſtrange Affection to em, we 
would have their Felicity (tho? it was the Scope 
of their Lives, and we profeſs it to be ours, to 
prepare for it) delay'd, to gratify our fond Hu- 
mour. Strange and inconſiſtent Love | A few 
Tears indeed may become the Deceaſe of a va- 
luable Friend and dear Relative, and reaſonably 
be regarded as a Debt we owe to natural = 
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ction. But exorbitant Sorrow, which breaks 
the Bounds that Reaſon and Religion give, is 
highly diſhonourable to the Chriſtian Doctrine, 
of which we make a Profeſſion. I perſuade my 
ſelf, I need not uſe an Argument to prevail with 
you who are related to our deceaſed Brother, to 
moderate your Grief. There is no Place for 
Tears, unleſs what flow from the Tie of Nature. 
He was favour'd with a long Life, and employ'd 
it in promoting the Intereſt of Chriſt, and dy'd 
in Aſſurance of Faith, ripe and mature for the 
World of happy Spirits, full of Years and good 
Works, and now with Chriſt. Expreſs a Care 


to imitate him in Faith and Patience, extenſive. 


Goodneſs and Charity, and other good Works. 
Follow him ſo far as he follow'd Chriſt, conſider- 
ing the End of his Converſation. 

8. 3. If Death is ſo great an Advantage to 2 
true Chriſtian, then this vindicates the Conduct 
of a Believer, in his Readineſs to undergo all 
Difficulties for the ſake of Chriſt and his Religion. 

It is with great Reaſon the ſincere Follower of 
Chriſt conſtantly reins his Appetites, ſted- 
dily manages his Paſſions, willingly denies him- 
ſelf, foregoing the greateſt Intereſt and Honour, 
quitting the deareſt Enjoyment and moſt valu- 
able Blefling of Life, and ſacrificing Life it ſelf, 
when his Lord commands. He has his Eye 
fix'd on the Recompence of Reward, and looks 
to an eternal Weight of Glory. He knows, 
that all he can loſe in this World is inconſide- 
rable, in Compariſon wich the ſolid and lafting 
Happineſs which is promis'd in the other. He 
is fully perſuaded, it will not be in vain to ſerve 
the Lord, and therefore abounds in his Work, 
expecting from free and unmericed Goodneſs, 
according to the Divine Promiſe, an anſwerable 
and proportionate Reward, «© 5, 

§. 4. This Conſideration ſhould make Death 

| appear 


35 


eA Funeral SER MON, Oe. 


appear to a faithful Servant of Chriſt, leſs formida- 
ble, and more eafily reconcile him to it. If at 
Death he is freed from the Remains of Sin, put out 
of the Reach of Temptation, and deliver'd from all 
the Miſeries of this Lite; if at his Departure, he 
enters into a State of pure Light, perfect Holineſs, 
and inconceivable Joy; why ſhould Death have ſo 
terrible and frightful a-. Aſpect to him ? If Nature 
fhrinks a little, why ſhould it criminally recoil, 
when it repreſents to it {elf the beautiful Proſpe& ? 
The Sting of Death is remov'd, Hell and the they 
vanquiſh'd, and an Entrance into endlefs Glory pur- 
chas'd and promis'd by our Lord ; and why ſhould 
we not gain a Victory over the Fear of Dying? 
Death is, with juſt Reaſon, deſcrib'd by fallin 
alleep in Jeſus: and what can be more Bore” 
after hard Toil and Labour? I doubt, the true 
Ground of Death's appearing fo frightful, is, That 
we are conſcious to our ſelves, we are not ſo devoted 
to Chrilt as we ought. Therefore, 

C. 5. and Laſthh, Let me recommend to you a 
Care to live to Chriſt, in an even and conſtant manner. 
This is the only way to have Death prove Gain to 
tte, and be reconcil'd to it. What it is to live to 


_ Chriſt, and proper Arguments to enforce it, have 


been already offer'd. To which I ſhall add, This 
js the nobleſt End we can propoſe to our ſelves. 
Jo live o»/y that we may indulge our felves in ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, or amaſs great giches, or arrive to 
conſiderable Honour among Mortals : is unworthy an 
intelligent Being, form'd for God, and deſign'd to 
future Happineſs, How much more valuable is it to 
Vive to Chriſt, who was ſent by the Father, to refine 
and raiſcus to our true Perfection and proper Happt- 
ne; and thereby promote the Honour of God, the 
Glory of Chriſt, the real Felicity of others, and our 
dun cternal Welfare. Can there be any Views we 
can form equal to theſe? Let us therefore reſolve, in 
Dependance on Divine Strength, to live to Chriſt in 
an even and a ſteddy way, without conſiderable 
Freaks and Interruptions: Then ſhall we have in- 
ward Peace; Calmneſs of Mind in all the Tempeſts 
of this Life; Supports in Death, and a triumphant 
Entrance into an endleſs State of Immortality and 
Happine!s. . 
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appear to a faithful Servant of Chriſt, leſs formida- 
ble, and more eafily reconcile him to it. If at 
Death he is freed from the Remains of Sin, put out 
of the Reach of Temptation, and deliver'd from all 
the Miſeties of this Lite; if at his Departure, he 
enters into a State of pure Light, perfect Holineſs, 
and inconceivable Joy; why ſhauld Death have ſo 
rerrible and frightful a Aſpect to him? If Nature 
fhrinks a little, why ſhould it criminally recoil, 
when it repreſents to it {elf the beautiful Proſpe& ? 
The Sting of Death is remov'd, Hell and the Cre 
vanquiſh'd, and an Entrance into endlefs Glory pur- 
chas'd and promis'd by our Lord ; and wh theuld 
we not gain a Victory over the Fear of Dying? 
Death is, with juſt Reaſon, deſcrib'd by fallin 
alleep in Jeſus: and what can be more grateful, 
after hard Toil and Labour ? I doubt, the true 
Ground of Death's appearing ſo frightful, is, That 
we are conſcious to our ſelves, we are not ſo devoted 
to Chriſt as we ought. Therefore, 

C. 5. and Laſtly, Let me recommend to you a 
Care to [ive to Chriſt, in an even and conſtant manner. 
This is the only way to have Death prove Gain to 
te, and be reconcil'd to it. What it is to live to 
Chriſt, and proper Arguments-to enforce it, have 
been already offer'd. To which I ſhall add, This 
is the nobleſt End we can propoſe to our ſelves. 
Jo live only that we may indulge our ſelves in ſen- 
ſual Pleaſures, or amaſs great Ziches, or arrive to 
conſiderable Honour among Mortals : is unworthy an 
intelligent Being, form'd for God, and deſign'd to 
future Happineſs. How much more valuable is it t0 
Ive to Chriſt, who was ſent by the Father, to refine 
and taiſe us to our true Perfection and proper Happt- 
nee; and thereby promote the Honour of God, the 
Glory of Chriſt, the real Felicity of others, and our 
dun cternal Welfare. Can there be any Views we 
can form equal to theſe ? Let us therefore reſolve, in 
Dependance an Divine Strength, to live to Chriſt in 
an even and a ſteddy way, without conſiderable 
Breaks and Interruptions : Then ſhall we have in- 
ward Peace; Calmneſs of Mind in all the Tempeſts 
of this Life; Supports in Death, and a triumphant 
Entrance into an endleſs State of Immortality and 
Happine's. FIN & 
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